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HERE are many improvements listed on

the Company’s improvement budget for
128, and one of the largest items is the grade
revision, ballasting and laying of 90-pound rail
from Union to Louisville, according to Chief
Engineer L. P. O. Exley. The work on this
forty-mile stretch began on January 2. The
revision of the grade entails the handling of
a half million cubic yards of dirt, all of which
must be done with steam shovels. Just north
of Union the track will be lowered 13 feet, and
at numerous other points, such as Philadel-
phia, the main track will be similarly lowered.
At other points, as at Stallo, for example, the
track will be raised.

The accompanying photograps illustrate
one angle of the job: S. A. Lacy's steam shovel
at work cutting down the hill at Union. “A
description of how this is done may prove in-
teresting.” said Mr. Exley, and forthwith
launched into the following harangue, which
we have reproduced as accuratcly as we have
been able:

“The steam shovel shown in what is known
as a caterpiller type, high lift steam shovel,
having a lifting limit of twenty-five feet from
the bottom of the shovel to the bottom of the
dipper, when the dipper is dumping in cars
along the steam shovel side. In the picture
this steam shovel started work at a certain
point and kept digging its way northwardly
alongside the main track, digging on what we
might for the present call a level grade. The
main track, runs northwardly with a rise of one
foot in every hundred feet of horizontal dis-
tance, so it will be noted that as the steam
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LANHAM PAID HIGH HONOR

LARENCE E. LANHAM, our Super-

intendent of Transportation was paid
a signal honor recently at Richmond, Va.,
when he was elected president of the
Southern Association of Car Service Of-
ficers. The object of this association is
the development of methods of handling
cars and car accounts and establishing
uniform practices in car service depart-
ments of the r'uilroa‘ds. This association
holds annually a joint conference with
other associations and with railroads of
every section of the country. This year,
the Southern Association will be host g
at Louisville, Ky., to all of the railroad
car service officers in the nation, and
Mr. Lanham will preside over this meet-
ing.
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Upper right—W. M. Carmichael,
Foreman Scarborough and Supervisor Car-
at its important task.

Upper left—Steam shovel at work north of Union. super-

visor, ‘“‘the big boy on the job."” Lower left—Section
michael. Lower right—A close-up of the steam shovel

shovel advances, it will get lower and lower  at this particular place. Q. E. D.

below the main track. At the present, the hnr»‘ H. M. Gully, Resident Engineer, is in direct
tom of the steam shovel is twelve feet below | charge of the engineering under direction of
the main track. The material excavated is | S. R. Sproles, Construction Engineer. W. M.
loaded in large air dump cars and hauled miles | Carmichael, our genial supervisor is in direct
to the northward and advantageously used for | charge of the actual work under direction of
raising track at other points. After the steam ’ H. S. Williamson, Roadmaster. Carmichael
shovel has completed what we might term the | is the big boy on the job. Ask him and he
deep channel along the main track, a new track | will say the job will be completed without any
will be laid in this channel and all trains will | material delays whatsoever to trains from start
be, we might say, detoured over this new track. | to finish. We think he is right, and in a later
Then the present main track, which you see | issue of the News after this cut is finished,
in the picture, and on which trains are run-|the News will carry an item that, so was it
done.”

ning at the present moment, will be taken up
and the steam shovel will repeat its original
operation and take away the dirt where the
original track was. This latter operation in
this particular instance is called the “Second
run of the shovel”. As soon as the second run
of the shovel has been completed, a track will | citizens, will be exempt from taxation for five
under a bill passed by the House on

) X January 20. is bill will s ) revi
ballasted, trains will abandon the detour track I.mu.n_\ S Bl sul?plelm,nt ERSvns
bills in regards to tax exemption in Mississippi,

and ““”. use the new main line and the detour | 3nq will hasten materially the development of:
track will be taken up, and the job is finished ' the dairying industry in the state.

CHEESE PLANTS EXEMPT

Cheese factories in Mississippi, even where
the title of the site is vested in a group of

be laid in this run, and after being properly | Yoars,







