G. M. & N. NEWS

by

Published by the Gulf, Mobile & Northern Railroad Company

VOL. IV.

MOBILE, ALA., APRIL 3rd, 1925

No. 12

RICHTON HAS SEEN THE
HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

Richton, Mississippi, has stepped to the
front as one of the widest awake of all South
Mississippi towns. That community is right
now confronted with the situation which sooner
or later must confront every town in the piney
woods district of the state and they have taken

‘'steps to meet and solve the problem. In spite

of the argument so frequently heard that the
timber of South Mississippi will last forever
the mills at Richton have cut out and closed
down. The railroads leading into the forests
have been pulled up because the forests have
all been cut away and hauled into the mills.
The mills themselves have been sold and the
company owning them dissolved. The only
evidences of a once thriving business left are
the old mill sheds and some sixteen thousand
acres of stump land.

The town of Richton contracted for lights
from the lumber plant. When that plant went
out of business the town was left in darkness.
A group of far seeing young business men of
Richton purchased the power plant, erected a
gin in connection with it and are furnishing
the city with lights. This same group of young
business men have purchased the tract of 16,000
acres of stump land and propose to bring in
settlers to put it in cultivation. They will sell
the land as near cost as possible.

The Mississippi Development Board at
Hattiesburg interested a group of peach grow-
ers in South Mississippi. The owners of the
Richton land gave this group of peach grow-
ers the land necessary to adequately try out
peaches in that section, and a nursery is being
established. This is certainly good business
judgement. If the peach growing effort proves
successful the rest of the property will be
greatly enhanced in value and will pay for the
land given away.

This group of enterprising young business
men at Richton have shown the rest of the
towns in Mississippi’s timbered belt what they
must do. New capital will come into these
communities where local capital is sufficient!
sold on the community to invest in improve-
ments and industry. New capital will never
come to a town that is not willing to help

itself. Richton has responded generously to
every development effort launched in Mis-
gissippi. In some cases they have been dis-

appointment but in every instance have re-
turned to the fight. They deserve success and
will get it. Their effort is attracting the at-
tention of other communities who will in time
meet the same conditions and the Neshoba
Democrat, Philadelphia, editorially has the fol-
lowing to say about their activity:

The other day Richton, Mississippi, dis-
covered that it was on the way down hill. Once
a thriving town with three large saw mills, it
awoke one morning to find them and their

G. P. BROCK PROMOTED TO
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER

Effective April first Glenn P. Brock, As-
sistant to the General Manager was promoted
to Assistant General Manager with offices at
Laurel and will assume the duties of the
Superintendent’'s office at that place. His
former office has been in Mobile. Mr. Brock’s
preferment on the railroad has been rapid and
deserving. He took a four year course in Rail-
road Administration in three years at the
University of Illinois and had had a good deal
of actual experience when he came to the
G. M. & N. from the Illinois Central two years
ago.

It was Mr. Brock who last year started the
system of letters from the train crews to ship-
pers which has resulted in so much publicity
for the G. M. & N.

While his offices are being moved to Laurel
Mr. Brock will continue to maintain his home
in Mobile. His picture appears above.

timber gone. One of these mills had furnished
the town with lights, and when the shades of
twilight fell they found themselves in the dark.

The younger business men of the town or-
ganized. They bought the old mill site, with
its power house, and its 20,000 acres of de-
nuded lands. A gin was built and the power
that once turned the mill, combed cotton, and
homes again were flooded with light. An ef-
fort is being made to populate this idle acre-
age. They are up and doing.

But suppose Richton had read the writing
on the wall twenty years ago? Suppose Rich-
ton had prepared?

The story of Richton will be the story
of many small towns in Mississippi within the
next decade. We are not old enough to tell
(Continued on page two)

FUEL HANDICAP BEING RUN
ON G. M. & N. THIS MONTH

During this month there is a contest being
waged on this railroad in which every engine
crew in the through freight and passenger
service and every shopman is actively en-
gaged, and in which every employe is vitally
interested. This contest is a Fuel Handicap
between the engines of the two above men-
tioned services. Superheated engines and 250
class engines have been carefully handicapped
and all crews are competing on an even basis.

The winning crew in each class of service
will be sent to Chicago at the company’s ex-
pense to attend the annual convention of the
International Railway Fuel Association, to be
held at Hotel Sherman, May 27th and 28th.

While all the crews of these classes are
in the Handicap with equal opportunities to
win, the local fuel committees and shop forces
have each selected an engine and crew to repre-
sent them. These engines will carry the signs
of their respective sponsers. They are as fol-

lows:

PASSENGER SERVICE

Engine Engineer Fireman
Mobile——185 Crawford Gipson
Laurel 32 Armor Johnson
Louisville— 34 B. M. Pegram Werkheiser
New Albany 33  Melton Kellum

THROUGH FREIGHT SERVICE

Engine Engineer Fireman
Mobile——-206  Stephens Metcalf
Laurel——204 Boykin A.P. Jones
Louisville—-251 Chapman Newton
New Albany 253  Nicely Parker

The following is the amount of handicap
as it has been worked out by the General Fuel
Committee:

FREIGHT SERVICE: 250 Class engines
will be handicapped 10 1bs., as against 200 class
engines on the north end. 250 Class engines
will be handicapped 20 pounds when compared
with 200 class engines south of Louisville. 200
Class engines on the north end will be handi-
capped 10. pounds when compared with 200
class engines on the south end.

PASSENGER SERVICE: Super heated
passenger engines Nos. 185 and 187 will be
handicapped 300 1bs. per 100 passenger car
miles when compared with saturated engines.

This means that the amount of the handi-
cap will be added to the final month’s figure
of the 250 Class and superheated engines (in
passenger service).

The pounds of coal considered as this
handicap have been determined after a thoro
study made by members of the general fuel
committee, and they are based upon the past
vear’s performance. Special consideration has
been given to the type and class of engine,
prospects for business and the territories over
which these engines were run. The Com-
mittee has been consciencious and sincere in
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