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NEW CAR MILE RECORD IS SET
AS SECOND CAMPAIGN OVER TOP

A new record of 44.1 miles per car per day
including all cars and 46.2 less bad order cars
was set by the operating forces during April,
surpassing the peak car mile record of June,
1925, and placing the G. M. & N. well in the
front ranks of leading roads of the country.
The record, a feature of the Prevention of
Waste Campaign No. 2, was made possible by
the team work and enthusiasm of employes
and the co-operation of shippers, Vice-Presi-
dent and General Manager P. E. Odell declared
in a statement issued following the announce-
ment of figures. Mr. Odell said further:

“The record established during April in
moving all cars at the rate of 44.1 miles per
car per day, and 46.2, including bad orders, is
one of which every employe can be justly
proud, and is one which ranks with those of
the best Railroads in the United States. It
is all the more outstanding when consideration
is given to the fact that during the year 1919,
the average miles per car per day for all cars
was only 9.9. This figure has been increased
each year since that time, and during the year
1925 the average was 36.6 The best previous
record for any one month was made in June,
1925, when the figure of 41.1 was reached.

“It goes without saying that the Manage-
ment thoroughly appreciates the efforts and
ability evidenced by the new record. Team
work, enthusiasm and co-operation are of
prime importance in making possible the so-
called ‘impossible. This cooperation was
not only greatly in evidence among our em-
ployes, but our patrons also gave us excellent
support. This is typical of the attitude of the
shippers along our line, and it is, therefore,
our pleasure to provide for them the best of
service that is in our power.

“Now that our average is above 44 miles
per car per day, I am firmly convinced that
you will make at least 45 miles before many
months pass.”

“The campaign was entirely successful,”
Asgsistant General Manager G. P. Brock, said
in the columns of The Box Car, the campaign
organ. The object of the campaign was to
prevent the waste of equipment and incidental-
ly to better the existing miles per car per day
record. Both of these aims were accomplished,
he said.

The final edition of The Box Car appear-
ing at the close of the campaign took the
word “record” literally as its keynote and pic-
tured a phonograph record entitled “44.1 Miles
Per Car Per Day, a box trot, played by the G.
M. & N. Transportation Band.” George Mar-
tin, secretary to Mr. Brock and artist for the
Box Car skillfully caught the likeness of Mr.
Odell in a sketch in the last issue.

SCRIPTURE BOARD PREACHES DAILY SERMON

Just south of Houlka, a yard or more east
of the G. M. & N. right of way and faciag the
track stands a crude signboard which preaches
a daily sermon to those who pass its way.
Passengers, train crews, track walkers, section
hands and-—who knows—even hoboes have
paused, literally and figuratively, before the
board, and have gone
away to search for
the passage of scrip-
ture counselled by
the board. In the
first place, the
board commands
your attention with
“Read Bible” in
large letters, and be-
low that is chalked
the index to a pas-
sage of scripture.
Almost every day
the lower inscrip-
tion is changed by
one whose indentity
has always been
something of a mystery, especially to those
whose knowledge of the board comes from a
glimpse through a train window.

But there is nothing mysterious about
Reverend Milas Westmoreland, of the Church
of the Nazzarene who erected the board and
who for several years has preached the Gospel
not only from the pulpit, but from this unique
signboard. When we went to talk to him, we
found him at work in the fields, for on week
days, Reverend Westmoreland is a farmer. He

was deeply pleased that people should take an
interest in his signboard sermons and talked
freely of his aim. He does not confine his
inscriptions to the signboard, he said, but when
he travels to nearby towns to deliver sermons
he carries a bit of chalk, and on fence posts,
rocks, and trees, he scrawls his message. This,
he believes, will capture the attention of the
passer-by where other methods fail. On his
own wagon gate, facing the highway, he has
burned in the wood the simple insecription,
“Acts V:32.

He was told of an instance of railroad
men’s interest in his signboard. A freight
conductor carried his Bible in the caboose with
him and every morning he passed he noted the
index and searched it out to read. When he
was put on a night run, it was too dark to
read the board, but he continued to carry his
Bible with him.

Reverend Westmoreland compared rail-
road men with soldiers, fighting for the cause
of service for mankind. “They are heroes,”
he said, “because they face danger for our
sake.”

Reverend Westmoreland came to Houlka
from the neighborhood of Pontotoc about
seven years ago. KEver since his arrival he
has maintained his scripture board for the
benefit of railroaders and passengers. He
tries to change the message each day, he said,
and has averaged 300 passages a year.

The accompanying pictures show the
scripture board and, below, Reverend West-
moreland and his team of mules, preparing the
soil for his crops.
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