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SELLING MISSISSIPPI TO MISSISSIPPIANS AS WELL AS TO OUTSIDE WORLD

This issue of the News is devoted to Mis-
sissippi, and especially that part of Mississippi
served by the Gulf, Mobile and Northern Iiail-
road. No particular effort is going to be made
to show why conditions are such as they are
in Mississippi but editorials and brief articles
from different newspapers in the siate are
being reproduced which reflect the trend of
thought throughout the state and indicate an
awakening.

The writer has constantly urged during

the past twelve or fifteen years that the peo- |

ple of Mississippi who are engaged in agricul-
ture make each farm a unit itself—raising its
own food and feedstuff and devoting spare
time to a limited crop of cotton.
Some recently commented
amount of money going out of the state for
automobiles and predicted as a result financial

one on

ruin.
every year for food and feedstuffs—things that

the |

More money goes out of Mississippi|

could be raised at home—than for autmobiles. !
If every farmer in Mississippi will milk |

enough cows to pay his current expenses with
his creamery checks he can have milk and
butter for his family and skimmed milk for
chickens and pigs. Enough chickens should
be raised on the place to furnish the table and
have some to sell while one or two good brood
sows would supply meat enough to run the
place and pigs fattened on skimmed milk could
be sold profitably. A limited amount of vege-
tables and truck could be grown and feedstuff
enough to take care of the place should be the
first on the program. If this kind of a pro-
gram is carried out the farmer will be making
his living at home and probably have some lit-
tle cash left over. Time then available could
be devoted to the growing of a small acreage
of cotton and the results of this last effort
would be clear profit and could be sold at such
time as the grower saw fit.

This program is gradually being adopted
throughout the state and in the course of a few
years there will be a reflected increase in
“prosperity.

It would be as serious a mistake for every-
body in the state to turn to growing potatoes
as the past one crop system of cotton. The
potato crop would have to be financed on credit
just as the cotton crop has to be financed.
The wheat farmer is up against the same prop-
osition—the only difference being that wheat
is practically the only crop he can grow while
in Mississippi every farmer can so organize
his effort that his chief cash crop—cotton—can
be produced without credit either at the bank
or store and receive as a result of the shorter
crop more money for his product.

Comparisens are frequently made between
the farmer and the man working for a salary.
Someone in town gets a salary of $200 a month,
$2400 a year. At the end of the year it has
cost him about that to live. He possibly has
laid up a few dollars in the bank, or put a
few dollars into a home. The man on the farm
is often envious because his neighbor in town
has $2400 to spend in a twelve month. If the
farmer makes his living at home and puts a
hundred dollars in the bank, or pays a hundred
dollars on his place, nine times out of ten he
has made more money during the year than
the man in town on the $200 salary.

There are outstanding successes on the
farm just as there are outstanding successes
in the business world, and both are due to the
system of doing business used. No business
in the world could last thirty days following
the methods used by the average farmer in
Misgissippi. Could a retail drygoods store ex-|
ist if the shelves were filled with nothing but
calico? Wouldn't a corner grocery store do|
well limiting sales alone to sugar? Then why |
should a Mississippi farmer, who is a 1'etai10r‘i
devote his entire time to one crop—cotton— |
when he has a market right on his own farm |
for everything else he can grow?

Hon. T. C. Hannah, of Hattiesburg, recent- |
ly addressed a letter to the editor of the Man-
ufacturers Record, Baltimore, relative to the
situation in Mississippi. His letter was pub-
lished with editorial comment. The letter is
being reproduced herewith and also a letter
from the Director of Development of the G.
M. & N. to the editor of the Record concerning
Mr. Hannah'’s letter and the editorial comment
on the latter by him. Other editorials and
articles reflecting the awakening are also
published:

Mr. Hannah’s Letter to the Record

“Qur greatest trouble in Mississippi is the
native Mississippians. Having been born and
reared in the state I feel at liberty to offer this
criticism; particularly in view of the fact that
I have been an active member of some of the
organizations that are guilty.

“The principal pastime of a good many
of our organizations is the pointing out of the
things that are wrong with Mississippi.

“The ablest men and the best talent in the
state get together in statewide meetings and
vie with each other in criticising our laws,
public officials, etc. They point out that the
boys and girls leave the state and go into de-
tail as to the reason why.

“I have come to the conclusion that the

the state is because these organizations and
these meetings so magnify the evils of our own
state and minimize the shortcomings of other
states until these boys and girls conclude that
they would be -foolish to remain at home.

“Nearly all of the business and profession-
al men that take part in these meetings be-
come obsessed with the idea that Mississippi
has more things wrong with it than any other
state in the union. The result is that when
prospectors come into our midst our people
are much better prepared {o talk of the state’s
short-comings and disadvantages than they ave
of its advantages.

“This has a two-fold effect: first, with
this mental attitude there is no possibie chance
for our people selling our state to outsiders
and second, our home people are reluctant to
invest their money and push forward in any
local development. They, therefore, ,complain
that outside capital will not come in to develop
our natural resources, while they themselves
are unwilling to invest their own money.

“In making these observations I am not
talking about ‘the other fellow’. I am talking
about the organizations of which I am and
have been a member; and I am talking about
the people with whom I have been- training
for several years. My investigations have
brought me to the conclusion that, taken as a

.whole, the state of Mississippi has no worse

laws and no higher taxes than most other
states in the Union, and that its greatest draw-
back is the fact that these many organizations
are misrepresenting the state rather than rep-
resenting it.

From Manufacturers Record, June 26

Gulf, Mobile and Northern Railroad Company
Mobile, Ala., May 13
Editor Manufacturers Record:

I have read with interest the letter from
Hon. T. C. Hannah of Hattiesburg, Miss., and
your comment thereon published in the cur-
rent issue of the Manufacturers Record.

A glance at a map of Mississippi will
evidence why the Gulf, Mobile and Northern
Railroad should be, and is, vitally interested in
the development of that state. Of a total of
less than 500 miles of railroad 419 miles are
in the state of Mississippi. Our road passes
through the heart of the long-leaf yellow pine
district, and at one time more than 90 per
cent of the tonnage which this road enjoyed
was forest products. The present tonnage of
forest products is 62 per cent.

Since this railroad has been in operation—
a period of 30 years—south Mississippi has

principle reason that our boys and girls leave | changed from a vast wilderness of virgin long-






