Here’'s an unusual view of THE REBEL, taken leaving the snow and ice of
St. Louis en route to the warm sun-shiny Gulf Coast at New Orleans.

Called THE LITTLE REBEL (by employees) because of its special low, streamlined
design, it was one of the first streamliners in America, and was the first in the South,
(1935.)

The train operates as a motor, mail, and baggage car (all in one unit); a chair car
with reclining seats and a buffet in one end (see pictures pages 5 and 7) and a combi-
nation sleeping car-observation coach. Between Jackson, Mississippi and New Orleans
an additional chair car is added.. Passengers leave Jackson, Mississippi in the morning
for New Orleans, and can return home the same night.

The train is diesel powered, and its interior appointments are as comfortable and at-
tractive as its exterior is distinctive.

It was on this train that GM&O placed its first train hostess, the first hostess ever to
be on an American streamliner.

e 1 e

GM&O Offers Prizes

For Best Essay

The GM&O, in conjunction with
the American Railway Magazine Edi-
tors’ Association, will offer cash
prizes for the three best essays on
the subject, “Why I Like to Work for
the GM&O Railroad.”

A total of $85 will be awarded by
the railroad for the three best manu-
scripts. In addition, these manuscripts
will be submitted to the ARMEA na-
tional judges to compete with entries
from other railroads. National win-
ners will receive a total of $350 in
prizes.

Contest rules will be found on page
10 of this issue. Contest is open to all
employees who have had not less than
six months service. All manuscripts
must be in the office of the GM&O
NEWS by August 1, 1948.

Employees’ Special Edition
Of Annual Report Printed

Gulf, Mobile and Ohio’s 1947 An-
nual Report has been mailed to all of
the company’s stockholders. The first
twenty pages of the report summar-
ize the various phases of operation
and afford a quick and clear picture of
the railroad’s activities during the
past year.

The remainder of the report is
composed of statistical information
and financial tables.

The first half of the Annual Report
is being reprinted for distribution to
employees, and this will be done
through the various departments.

The Company will be pleased to
furnish its employees one of the com-
plete reports with the statistical in-
formation and financial tables upon
request.



GM&O Officials Attend 50th Creve Cour Dinner

The GM&O was well represented
at the fiftieth anniversary dinner of
Peoria’s Creve Cour Club, oldest Civic
Club in the city.

The club, which was organized be-
fore the turn of the century, now
boasts a membership of more than
3000 members.

Shown above are: C. E. Norris, Di-
vision Freight and Passenger Traffic
Manager, Peoria; William Goldsmith,
General Traffic Manager, R. G. Le-
taurnea Co., Peoria; S. A. Williams,
Assistant Vice President, GM&O, Chi-
cago; Frank Mason, Traffic Manager,
Altofer Bros., Peoria; R. L. Hafer,
Traffic Manager, Association of Com-
merce, Peoria; J. A. Behrle, Assistant
Freight Traffic Manager, GM&O, Chi-
cago; Dr. Bernard Heymann, Peoria;

D. A. Campbell, Vice President,
Peoria Tent & Awning Co., Peoria;
B. V. Bodie, Superintendent, GM&O,
Bloomington, and S. A. Dobbs, Vice
President, GM&QO, Chicago.

Effect Of Railroads
On Everyday Life

Illustrating how railroads affected our
everyday lives in 1947, here follows a
number of revealing facts, as presented by
Mr. George Peck, New York:

One out of every 43 employed
Americans worked for the raliroads.

The average annual wage of rail-
road workers was $3,200 as compared
with $2,550 earned by factory work-
ers.

Approximately one million inves-

tors dir:‘ectly owned capital stcok of
railroads while many more millions
of people indirectly owned railroad
stocks through savings bank deposits
and equities in life insurance.

Passengers were transported nearly
46 billion passenger-miles, equal to
carrying every person in the United
States about 320 miles.

The railroads purchased operating
supplies and materials aggregating
over $2 billion.

The railroads spent $900 million for
new equipment, roadways and struc-
tures.

The railroads paid taxes for school
purposes sufficient to defray the cost
of providing common school educa-
tion to more than one million chil-
dren.

Assistant Vice President L. L. Lapp Addresses Radio Audience

Assistant Vice President L. L. Lapp was a recent guest

speaker on Radio Station KCKN, Kansas City, as a part of
their railroad series. Mr. Lapp explained to the radio audi-
ence the part the GM&O plays in world trade.

“Foreign freight isn’t all a matter of ships,” Mr. Lapp
said. “Lots of that merchandise originates in inland manu-
facturing centers like Kansas City and it has to be carried
from that center to the port-——nine times out of ten in rail-
road freight cars.”

The photo shows Mr. Lapp (center) with KCKN News
Editor Eric Tainter and Port of Houston Representative
George L. Reeder, program consultant.

Mr. Lapp, now in charge of GM&OQ'’s Kansas City office,
has been railroading since he was 12 years old, when he
started with the B&O. He came with the GM&O in 1920.

The GM&O executive appeared as guest speaker on the
KCKN Railroad Series, a group of 16 programs offered to
the people of Kansas City to explain contribution to indus-
try of the railroads which serve that city.







