MOBILE, ALABAMA, MAY 15, 1853

Cliffs south of Meridian, Mississippi, where for a space 9! severa_l miles in this area

Southern and GM&O tracks parallel each other. B rival

s many years

ago sometimes unofficially raced to the Meridian station, the stretch is known as the
“racetrack”. Drastic action by the superintendents and a timely change in passenger

train schedules ended the practice.

Meridian To Commemorate Railroad Men
With Ceremony Honoring Singing Brakeman
Meridian, Mississippi will commemorate its deceased railroad workers and honor the

late Jimmie Rogers, the “Singing Brakeman”, at imvpressive ceremonies on May 26 in
which a real locomotive will be enshrined in a road-side park near the City.

Railroad executives representing all of
the Lines serving the railroad center, state
and civic officials and representatives of
the entertainment world will be present
for the occasion. The engine, which will
be enshrined in concrete following its last
run from the joint passenger station used
by the lines serving Meridian, was do-
nated by the Meridian and Bigbee Rail-
road and will bear the names of all the
local railroads.

On its last trip it will pull a coach of
cach road and dignitaries in the city for
the ceremony will be passengers aboard.
The crew will consist of a representative of
each line. GM&O Hostess Jane Woodruff
will act in her official capacity.

Jimmy Rodgers, the son of a railroad

section foreman and a brakeman is cred-
ited with having originated “Hill Billy”
music, giving the Folk Music of the day a
novel treatment which has since become
popular on radio, records, stage and TV.

The Meridian Star, at the instigation of
its owner James H. Skewes, was planning
to dedicate a retired steam locomotive to
the memory of Meridian’s Railroad men.
Late in 1952 Hank Snow and Ernest Tubb,
as representatives of a group of artists
from various localities, came to Meridian
to discuss a memorial monument to Rod-
gers. The two ideas were combined for
the May 26th ceremony. Besides the loco-
motive, there will be a special shrine to
the memory of Rodgers and the road-side
park, prepared by the State of Mississippi,
will be a permanent installation also.
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All GM&O Officers Re-elected
At Directors’ Organization Meet
All officers of the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio
Railroad were re-clected at the annual
organization meeting of the Board of
Directors in Mobile Saturday, May 9.

Corporate officers of GM&O re-elected
were: Chairman of the Corporation I. B.
Tigrett of Mobile and Jackson, Tennessee;
President F. M. Hicks, Mobile; Executive
Vice-President and General Manager G.
P. Brock, Mobile; Vice-President Traffic
L. A. Tibor, Mobile; Vice-President and
Comptroller R. E. DeNeefe, Mobile; Vice-
President Purchases and Stores H. E. War-
ren, Mobile; Vice-President Industrial De-
velopment T. T. Martin, Mobile; Vice-Pres-
ident S. A. Dobbs, Chicago: Vice-President
R. E. Stevenson, St. Louis; Treasurer W.
J. Wall, Mobile and Secretary K. D. Hor-
ton, Mobile.

The Board of Directors also declared a
dividend of $1.25 per share on the Pre-
ferred Stock for the third quarter of the
current year, payable March 12 to stock-
holders of record February 20, 1954, and
a dividend of 50c¢ per share on the Com-
mon Stock payable September 14 to stock-
holders of record August 25, 1953.

The New Orleans Great Northern Board
in turn declared interest payable on New
(Continusd on Page 2)
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Carlinville Welcomes Industry:

Chairman Tigrett Is Speaker

Carlinville, Illinois welcomed its new
industry, the Valley Eteel Company, on
Thursday, April 30 and honored Howard
Heinz with a Junior Chamber of Com-
merce dinner. Mr. Heinz headed the local
committee responsible for the location of
the industry.

Approximately 350 persons attended the
banquet and Chairman Tigrett of the
GM&O made the prinecipal address. Mar-
tin Rogers, Junior Chamber of Commerce
president, presented Mr. Heinz with an
attractive plaaue in recognition of the
important work performed in bringing
the new industry to Carlinville.

Valley Steel manager Frank Tye pre-
(Continued on Page 3)
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Orleans Great Northern Railway Com-
pany 5% Income Debentures due 2932,
1% payable September 14 to holders of
record September 9, 1953, in addition to
1% % already declared payable on that
date and 1% payable March 12, 1954 to
holders of record March 8, 1954.

Designated to constitute the Executive
Committee of the Railroad by the Direc-
torate were A. C. Goodyear, Chairman of
the Board, Gaylord Container Corporation,
New York; J. F. McRae, President, Mer-
chants National Bank, Mobile; H. A. Pharr,
President, First National Bank, Mobile
and GM&O executives Tigrett and Hicks.
Goodyear was elected Chairman of the
Executive Committee.

Besides the GM&O officials on the
Board, the following Directors attended
the Mobile meeting: John M. Coates,
President, Masonite Corporation, Chicago,
Illinois; Willard R. Cox, President, Coca-
Cola Bottling Company, St. Louis, Mis-
souri; A. C. Goodyear, Chairman of Board,
Gaylord Container Corporation, New York,
New York; Eugene Holland, President,
Holland Lumber Company, Omaha, Ne-
braska; Herbert J. Lorber, President, Rol-
lins Burdick Hunter Company, Chicago,
Illinois; F. M. Mayfield, President, Scruggs-
Vandervoort-Barney, Incorporated, St.
Louis, Missouri; J. F. McRae, President,
Merchants National Bank, Mobile, Ala-
bama; H. A. Pharr, President, First Na-
tional Bank, Mobile, Alabama; and Wil-
liam J. Rushton, President Protective Life
Insurance Company, Birmingham, Ala-
bama.

NOGN Directors present, besides GM&O
officers were: Eugene D. Funk, Jr., Pres-
ident, Funk Brothers Seed Company,
Bloomington, Illinois; A. C. Goodyear,
Chairman of the Board, Gaylord Container
Corporation, New York, New York; E. D.
Grinnell, General Traffic Manager, Gay-
lord Container Corporation, St. Louis,
Missouri; James P. Hickok, Executive Vice
President, First National Bank in St. Louis,
St. Louis, Missouri; Arthur Waters, Waters
& Alcus, Investments, New Orleans, Louis-
iana; and E. E. Wilson, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, Nashville, Tennessee.

Bulletin: Latest arrival in the Gulf,
Mobile and Ohio Railroad family is little
Burton Bridges Steel, born on May four-
teenth in Mobile, Alabama.

Burton is the son of Contract Counselor
and Mrs. T. A. Steel of Mobile, and the
grandson of General Superintendent P. B.
Bridges of Meridian, for whom the young-
ster is named.

Joint meeting of the American Railway
Development Association and the Railway
Development Association of the Southeast
was held in Mobile during April. Ap-
proximately 275 visitors from all parts of
the United States and Canada attended
the four-day meeting. Recreational fea-
ture was a trip to Bellingrath Gardens
aboard Gulf Transport busses. One of
the groups is shown on arrival at the
Gardens.

GM&O Vice President T. T. Martin was
Chairman of the Arrangements Commit-
tee for the convention.

DECORATION DAY

A GM&O city, Columbus, Missis-
sippi claims the distinction of ob-
serving the first Decoration Day in
the United States. The women of
Columbus on April 25, 1866 placed
flowers on the graves of both the
Northern and Southern soldiers in
their vicinity. It was this act that
inspired the poem, “The Blue and
the Gray”, written by F. W. Finch
and published in the Atlantic Month-
ly in September, 1867.

Passenger Conductor E. L. Pasley, Chic-
ago, was conductor on train No. 2 and re-
ported by wire from Chicago that the
train had seemed to be passing over a bro-
ken rail. Section men were called and
found an eight inch piece broken out of
the rail. Conductor Pasley was com-
mended by his alertness and promptness
in reporting the trouble.

tion.

NO OTHER FORM OF TRANSPORTATION
EQUALS THIS PERFORMANCE . . .

On their own highways of steel—paid for and maintained with
their own money—the railroads move more tons of freight more
miles than all other forms of transportation put together—and do
it at a lower average than any other form of general transporta-

And because the railroads do carry anything—and serve every-
body—we all have a stake in railroads that are strong and healthy
—able to keep on doing—for America—the kind of job that only
railroads can do.——Clipped from Missouri Pacific R. R. News Reel.







