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“It is the rebels of the world who have made history, industrial history,
political history, patriotic history. | hope we, who are in command, can use
this instrument, the Railroad, relatively small though it may be, toward
making the history of this section one of usefulness and progress.”

—President |. B. Tigrett.
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FOUR ACCOUNTING
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
WIN PROMOTIONS

Four promotions in the Accounting
Department were announced last month
by Viee-President and Comptroller R.
E. DeNeefe.

"T. C. Schley was made Assistant to
Vice-President and will continue to
supervice the aceounting in connection
with Capital Expenditure; J. S. Gibson
was made Deputy Comptroller; L. A.
DeOrnellas Assistant to Comptroller
and L. W. Swann, Auditor of Subsi-
diary Lines.

T. C. SCHLEY

Mr. Schley first entered the service of
the G. M. & N. Railroad in January 1912.
During the first World War, he left the
service of the railroad to accept employ-
ment with the Chickasaw Shipbuilding
Company, returning to the Railroad in 1921
as a Valuation Clerk in the Disbursement
Department. Since that time he has held
various positions in the Accounting Depart-
ment, until March, 1941 when he was made
Auditor of Capital Expenditures, which po-
sition he has held until his recent promo-
tion on June 15, 1946 to Assistant to Vice
President R. E. DeNeefe.

§r ey ROLL ON REBEL
Mr. Gibson first entered the service of the
former G. M. & N. in September, 1906. In
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Accounting Department, having been Valua-
tion Accountant, Auditor of Receipts, Audi-
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Comptroller, which position he has held inus. The Alton’s famous Abraham Lincoln leaves at 8:58 A.M. making a per-
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From the...
PRESID ENT’S OFFICE

I have always felt that our employes were entitled
to as much factual information about this Railroad
as the officials.

Whatever data, therefore, we may publish from
time to time is furnished only to enlighten our read-
ers, and not to criticize our employes.
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The Interstate Commerce Commission authorized, ef-
fective July 1, 1946, an interim freight rate inerease which
averages, on the whole for our lines, 4.8%.

We think it is important that our employes and others
who are interested know just what this rate increase means
to us—both the GM&O and the Alton.

If it had been in effect during the first five months of
1946, it would have added to the revenues of both lines ap-
proximately $1,000,000, which is only one-third of the total
cost of the final wage award for the same period, without
regard to higher cost of material and fuel.

The total met loss of the two lines for the first five
months of 1946, on the basis of the new consolidated capital-
ization, was $1,700,000.

It is evident, therefore, that the rate increase was
unjustly inadequate. If higher pay was necessary for the
good of employes, it follows that higher rates are necessary
for the good of the railroads. In the long run, railroads and
their employes are affected by many of the same economic
influences-

The railroads are pressing their request for a further
rate increase. It is a matter of common interest—a matter
in which our employes might well join hands and pull with
Management.

* * * * * .

After the miners were given their last pay increase, the
OPA authorized higher coal prices effective May 13, 1946.

On the basis of coal consumed during the first five
months of this year, the price increases would have cost the
GM&O and the Alton together during that period approxi-
mately $100,000 or $20,000 per month.
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This Company has had in recent months an unuvsual
number of applications for jobs. Most of them were from
veterans with particular training and experience in Diesel
engines, some being the sons of old and valued employes. We
wish we could furnish work for all of them.

But when traffic was declining at the time of the last
wage award, and it became essential that expenses be re-
duced, we furloughed a large group of regular employes.
There are still out of work some 1,500 people from the Alton
and the GM&O together.

We take in just so much money which can be used for
wages and those who gain more pay for themselves do so,

eenerally speaking, at the expense of those who are deprived
of their jobs.

As costs rise and to keep ahead of competition, we find
here and there that it is necessary in the long run to estab-
lish a new method or to invest in a new machine which will
enable, for instance, one man to do the work of two. - Except
for progress in this direction, no railroad could maintain its
solvency and usefulness. '

Tt is a matter of regret to us, both that we cannot add
new men to our forces and that we cannot retain all of those
who have heretofore been employed.

* % % % *

In July, 1945 our Company abandoned its East St. Louis
passenger station and inaugurated service into Union Station
in St. Louis. While we knew the cost would be higher, we
felt justified in making the change because of the added
convenience and because of the advertising value of such an
arrangement.

In May, 1946 the expense of the Union Station operation
was $7,900 more than the expense of operating trains into
East St. Louis and buses from there to Greyhound Terminal
in St. Louis last May. This is $260 per day.

At the same time, passenger traffic has declined some-
what, and passenger revenues at East St. Louis and St. Louis
together were less in May, 1946 than in May last year. ’

OLE MAN RIVER

From the Washington Avenue Station in St. Louis you
can see the broad and muddy Mississippi as it flows beneath
Eads Bridge, the first crossing of the River. The Depot in
on the bridge itself, at the St. Louis side, and with three
levels is available to passengers boarding trains using the
bridge, the high-line (in picture) and catchin cabs at the
street level. Alton trains to Chicago use the tracks in the
picture and many passengers board and leave The Rebel at .
Washington Avenue making connections here with The Alton
and otoher Roads rather than going on into Union Station.

The Rebel goes into the tunnel under the streets of St.
Louis when leaving Washington Avenue and it takes nine
minutes between Washington Avenue and Union Station.
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