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TO MY ASSOCIATES

Christmas is many things to many people:

A time of giving and a time of receiving gifts; a time
of expressing our love and a time of having love expressed
to us; a time to inspire and to be inspired; a time of concern
for those who have cares we may share or burdens we may
help to bear and a time, perhaps, of feeling the concern of

It is also a time for contemplating with reverence and
awe what Paul terms God’s unspeakable gift of his son.

It is in the light of all this that I express to you my
gratitude for your friendship and loyalty during the year
and my wish that this Christmas and the New Year bring
you real joy and true happiness.

Glen Brock
President
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Astro Program Launched In Mississippi

Representatives of Mississippi railroads met recently in Jackson to formulate plans
for advancing the American railroads national Astro program at the state level. The
meeting was called by GM&O Assistant Vice-President Fred Johnson whose headquar-
ters are in the capital city and who heads up the state organization.

Eighteen district chairmen were present.
Through them steps will be taken to better
acquaint the public, governmental officials,
the news media, customers, rail stock-
holders and others with Astro purposes
and objectives. Similar action 1s being
taken in every state in the Union.

What Is Astro?

Astro — America’s Sound Transporta-
tion Review Organization — was created
more than 14 months ago by the Associa-
tion of American Railroads to study the
problems and the prospects of the railroad
industry. Bankruptcy of the Penn-Central,
which also highlighted the financial plight
of a number of other American railroads,
hastened the re];:ort by the Astro Commit-
tee, which is headed by former United
States Senator George A. Smathers.

The study determined what many knew.
That the railroad industry was in deep
trouble. That largely because of unreason-
able regulations and inequalities of treat-
ment by the government in relation to
other modes of transportation, railroad
earnings were insufficient to maintain
properties properly or to finance the im-
provements needed to meet the ever grow-
ing demand for rail services.

In the words of Smathers in a recent
address, the railroads “cannot — on their
own decision and judgment — make com-

petitive rates and offer new services de-
signed to attract new business. They can-
not — on their own decision and judg-
ment — stop unprofitable operations. They
cannot adjust prices to meet inflation
automatically like other businesses.”

Billions For Other Modes

At the same time, government passes
out — in the past year alone — 24 billion
in tax dollars for transportation modes
that compete with the railroads. And the
railroads are expected to meet all their
financial needs on their own as though
there were no competition.

Forty of 71 major railroads had deficits
in working capital at mid-year and the
welfare of any railroad sooner or later
affects the welfare of all railroads because
their services are so inter-related. But rail-
roads can do the job successfully if al-
lowed to do so. For the government to take
over the railroads would cost as high as
$60 billion, and there would &till be the
need for improvements costing billions
more,

So what does Astro recommend? As out-
lined generally by Smathers, it proposes
in order to place all modes on a more even
footing that railroads be exempt from
taxes on right of way, especially since
competitors don’t pay similar taxes. The

(Cont’d on Page 3, Col. 1)

St. Louis Office Change

Robert (Bob) J. Puff, who was General
Rate Manager at St. Louis, has been pro-
moted to Assistant Freight Traffic Man-
ager there. He succeeds William (Bill) E.
Barrett who retired after 52 years with the
Company.

All of the newly promoted traffic of-
ficial’s service has been at St. Louis where
he began with the M&O as a Junior Clerk.
He has held various positions and was
named General Rate Manager January 1,
1969, the office he held until his most re-
cent promotion.

Mr. Barrett started with the railroad as
a file clerk and at St. Louis also. His first
solicitation job was in 1925. He was trans-
ferred to Chicago as Commercial Agent in
1928 and headed the Pittsburg office from
1937-1953, when he returned to St. Louis
as Ass’t. Gen, Frt. Agt. He was made Ass't.
Frt. Traf. Mgr., in 1954.

Bob Puff, left, with Mr. and Mrs. Barrett
at office party honoring refiring traffic
officer.

Litton to Meridian

K. E. (Ken) Litton has been named Divi-
sion Traffic Manager to succeed C. Y.
(Corky) Hall at Meridian. He assumes his
new office after two years as Commercial
Agent at Birmingham and two years as
Division Freight Representative at Tusca-
loosa. Prior to that he was with the Com-
pany as Commercial Agent at Dallas and
Frt. Traf. Agt. at Mobile. His first job
with the railroad was in Mobile in 1947.

With Mr. Litton’s promotion E. B. (Ted)
deVilliers, Jr., was appointed Division
Freight Representative at Tuscaloosa.
Formerly with the GM&O Traffic Depart-
ment in various capacities at Mobile and
Memphis between 1950 and 1956 Mr. de
Villiers returns to the railroad following
wide experience as an industrial traffic
executive.

(See Page 3, Col. 3)
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move, the five man crew lives

Twice a year a Sperry rail testing car inspects GM&O rails. Constantly on the
aboard behind the six windows in the center of the car

Fog'y.

which resembles one of the old gas-electric combination baggage and motor cars of the
1930°s. The lab is in the rear and the motive power in the front.

Rolling Lab Tests Rails For Defects

Twice a year a Sperry Detector Car makes a systemwide inspection of GM&O rails
in an effort to spot trouble before trouble develops. Car 131, one of Sperry’s 15-car
fleet, was based at Bloomington for four days in October while testing on the Eastern

Division.

Resembling one of the old 1930 t;g;e gas-
electric motor cars on the outside, but
packed inside with space age electronic
equipment and with living quarters for
five, the car attracted widespread interest,
as it always does. Writing in the Bloom-
ington, inois, Pantagraph, Reporter
Charles Hilty told how the moving labora-
tory discovers faults in the steel rails that
are undetectable to the human eye. And
he described how the nomadic crew lives
and works aboard.

“The S%erry cars were converted into
rolling laboratories from commuter cars
purchased from various railroads starting
in the early 1930’s. Their nearest ancestors
might be the gas-electric cars that scooted
back and forth during the declining days
of passenger traffic on the GM&O’s Kansas
City branch,” Reporter Hilty wrote.

13 Miles Per Hour

When testing track the car never ex-
ceeds 13 miles per hour, and more fre-
%lently operates at 6 miles E;r hour, al-
~ though it is capable of traveling 50 miles

per hour when moving from place to
place.

During testing electricity is sent into the
rail, picked up by receivers and recorded
automatically on tape. Any defects, such
as cracks deep in the rail or joint metal,
change the flow of electricity.

When a defect is found, the car is stop-
ped. A crew member determines the exact
location of the defect with a hand-held
ultrasonic transmitter. The location is
marked with paint and a track mainten-
anicle crew, following the car, changes the
rail.

Charles Jackson, a member of GM&O’s
engineering force with headquarters at
Bloomington who traveled with the car
while on the Eastern Division, explains

L

Charles Jackson of GM&O'’s Engineering

Depart; t in BI ington rode the

Sperry car while it was on the Eastern
Division.

the car’s work this way. “We’re hunting
out something before it happens. It is one
of the cheapest forms of insurance the
railroad can buy.”

Crew of Five
The Sperry crew consists of a chief
%ggator, an operator and two trainees.
ile operating on the GM&O, a locomo-
tive engineer and a conductor are always
in charge, in addition to supervisory per-
sonnel.
Describing the interior of the car Re-
porter Hilty wrote, the “living quarters
weren’t furnished from a Mediterranean

cruise ship, but they compare favorably
with accommodations on a destroyer.”

“On nights when they can find a siding
with easy access to 110-volt AC current
their rolling home is air-conditioned.
Newly remodeled cars in the Sperry fleet
even have indoor-outdoor carpetin%in the
living quarters, but the decor in Car 131
is vintage 1949 American dinette.

“The four senior crew members sleep in
double deck bunks in the middle of the
car. The cook’s berth is pulled down from
the ceiling of the testing lab after the
day’s work ends.

Even A TV Set

“Wooden cabinets, painted a pale cream-
of-tomato soup shade, overhang the red
leatherette seats lining the dining room,
which also serves as office, TV lounge,
library, class room and recreation center.

“Next is a five-foot wide galley, outfit-
ted with sink, refrigerator, cabinets and
four-burner propane stove,” the article
continues.

“At the front of the car is the power
plant, where Car 131 betrays her age.

“She is powered by a six-cylinder Win-
ton gasoline engine, built for the old Elec-
tro-Motive Co., a forerunner of the Electro-
Motive Division of General Motors that
has had so much to do with sweeping the
steam locomotive off American railroads.”

With the spring will come another
Sperry car to GM&O rails.

Not Interested In
Liberation Movement

The women’s liberation movement that
is sweeping the country doesn’t interest
Mrs. R. L. (Marilyn) Pritchard the least
bit. After all, the attractive Artesia Agent-
Operator has been holding down a man’s
job for more than 20 years.

“I'm just one of them,” she said, indicat-
ing with a sweep of an arm that she meant
the men busily working around the sta-
tion and in the yards at this Mississippi
terminal where our Montgomery and Mo-
bile-Chicago lines meet. She first came to
work for the GM&O during the war years
when telegraphers were so badly needed.
“If I had come here needing special at-
tention I wouldn’t have done so well,” is
the way she modestly puts it.

The mother of a twin boy and girl —
Daryl and Caryl — age nine and another
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