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Attending the dinner held in Mexico, Missouri honoring retiring Claim Agent Rob-

erts were: Seated, left ot right, J. E. Roberts, Guest of Honor; D. S. Wright, General
Counsel: R. E. Stevenson, Vice-Pres.; Fred L. Johnson, Gen. Claim Agent; R. L. Ehrhardt,
Claim Agent.

Standing, left to right: Lon Levvis, Local Attorney: Alphonso H. Voorhees, Local At-
torney; W. M. Symon, Jr., Local Attorney:; B. A. Sturdevant, Retired Claim Agent; W.
G Norman, Claim Agent: Randolph R Div. C 1: R. D. Helw!g, Assist. Div. Eng.;
Dr. J. Frank Jolley, Local Surgeon: Wayne Ely, Div. Counsel; L. L. Lapp, Assist. Vice-
Pres.; J. C. Miller, Supt.; A. C. Garrott, Assist. Gen. Freight Agt.; Dr. Thomas L. Dwyer,
Local Surgeon: W. C. Whitlow, Local Attorney: E. W. Meng, ‘Com. Agent: R. P. Paschal,

Gen. Mech. Insp.; C. E. Beard, Agent.

CLAIM AGENT ROBERTS HONORED ON RETIREMENT

On June 30, 1953, Mr. J. E. Roberts,
Claim Agent at Mexico, Missouri, retired
after fifty-one years
of service with the
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio
Railroad and was
honored with a lun-
cheon given at Mex-
ico, Thursday, July
16. About twenty of
his friends and asso-
ciates from Kansas
City, St. Louis, Mo-
bile and other points
gathered for this tes-
timonial luncheon in
his honor.

General Counsel D. S. Wright presided
at the luncheon and presented Mr. Rob-

erts with a beautiful wrist watch. Mr.
Wright read a letter of congratulations
from Mr. Tigrett, Chairman of the Corpor-
ation. Mr. R. E. Stevenson, Vice-Presi-
dent, St. Louis, read a communication from
Mr. Hicks, our President, expressing ap-
preciation to Mr. Roberts for his long
period of loyal and able service. These
letters were presented to Mr. Roberts and
with them a lifetime Gold pass and a
Fifty year pin, as well as a card making
him a member of the Gulf, Mobile & Ohio
Veterans Association. General Claim
Agent Fred L. Johnson, Mobile, gave a
history of Mr. Roberts’ career with the
Company.

Mr. Roberts came to the service of the
Company in the Operating Department

(Continued on Page 10)
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New Industry On
GM&O At Columbus

The American Bosch Co. at Springfield,
Massachusetts has selected Columbus, Mis-
sissippi as the location for a two million
dollar plant. A fifty acre site for the
plant on the GM&O has been selected,
and the contract for its construction is to
be let shortly.

The plant will produce electrical equip-
ment for the automotive industry, and
will employ 500 people with an annual
payroll of over one million dollars.

A railroad spur track to the site from
the GM&O will be built.

U. S. RAILROAD WENT
TO JAPAN WITH PERRY

One hundred years ago this month,
Commodore Matthew C. Perry ar-
rived in Tokyo, to negotiate a com-
mercial treaty with Japan, and there-
by open up that empire to the wes-
tern world.

And just recently, the United
States Navy turned the spotlight on
a significant contribution to the suc-
cess of his mission. On that historic
expedition, Perry took with him,
and presented to the rulers of Japan,
a miniature railroad! The train was
something like the ones you find in
many of today's amusement parks.
Yet it played an impressive role in
the treaty negotiations. For Perry
used it as an outstanding example
of progressive American enterprise—
and it was an important factor in
demonstrating to the Japanese the
many advantages of trading with
the United States. — The Railroad
Hour.
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VICE-PRESIDENT BROCK HEADS
COMMUNITY CHEST CAMPAIGN

GM&O Executive Vice-President and
General Manager G. P. Brock will head
the 1953 Community Chest fund raising
campaign in Mobile with the goal for the
year increased by $48,125 over that of
1952. Also assisting in the Mobile Com-
munity Chest program as a member of the
budget committee is GM&O Assistant to
the President F. J. Lott.

This drive in Mobile is typical of many
throughout the entire railroad territory,
and is a worthy cause to which many GM
&0 employes are contributing their ser-
vices and money. Our railroad, too, con-
tributes to recognized chest drives and
tries in many ways to be a good citizen in
the communities in which it works.

Vice-President Brock
(right), chairman of
the 1953 Community
Chest campaign in Mo-
bile, has accepted an
assignment from E. A.
Hirs (left), Chest pres-
ident, to raise $496,545
in the forthcoming
campaign. The drive
opens October 5.

BROAD QUESTION ANSWERED:
“HOW WIDE IS A COMMUTER?”

By Robert Wiedrich, The Chicago Tribune
Well, Two Would Have 2% Inch Overhang

The Illinois commerce commission, the
Des Plaines Valley Improvement associa-
tion, and several suburban railroad com-
muters put their heads together at an
ICC hearing and came up with an answer
to the question: How broad is a com-
muter?

The answer: If two good sized com-
muters are placed side by side on a bus
seat, one of them is going to have a 2%
inch overhang.

This bit of information, along with a
prediction that tall men will have to tie
themselves into knots if forced to ride the
bus, was brought out at a hearing of the
state commission on a request of the Gulf,
Mobile and Ohio railroad to drop its lone
daily round trip suburban train between
Chicago and Joliet.

Get Out Tape Measure

The question of commuter girth arose
when Sylvester Wierschem, Lockport

townshop supearvisor, commented that men
over 6 feet would find life miserable rid-
ing within the confines of a narrow bus
seat after being used to the expanse of
plush provided by the Gulf, Mobile and
Ohio.

Wierschem, who stands 6 feet 5 inches
and weighs 220 pounds, found a supporter
in Harry C. Gunchin of Lockport, a com-
muter, and Bruce D. Cheadle, improve-
ment association secretary.

Gunchin produced a cardboard replica
of a bus seat which Cheadle said he him-
self had measured. It was 34 inches across
the front, 33 inches across the back, and
17 inches deep.

Attorneys at the hearing cleared their
papers from the counsel’s table and
Cheadle and Gunchin hopped atop the
cardboard seat. After much discussion
and some prodding, it was learned that
when Cheadle perched next to Gunchin
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2% inches of Gunchin draped overboard.

“See how much is left over when I'm
just wearing a summer suit?” Gunchin
said. “Can you imagine what it would
be like with an overcoat on in the winter?”

Someone produced the dimensions of a
Gulf, Mobile and Ohio seat and Gunchin
relaxed. It was 36 inches wide and 17
inches deep.

“On that seat, only half an inch of me
would be out in the aisle,” he told Hear-
ing Examiner Helen Munsert.

The railroad which calls the train its
“extravagant daughter,” is petitioning for
authority to drop the train on grounds
it is losing money.

“What can we do about this problem
child?” asked the railroad. “What would
vou do if she were yours?”
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Long Time No See

Among interesting relics of early GM
&O history are some passes, menus and a
special time card, owned by retired Dis-
trict Passenger Agent W. D. Cornell at
Chicago.

“The good old days” saw prime roast
ribs of beef au jus served on the Chicago
and Alton diners for fifty cents, with roast
turkey more expensive at sixty. A half
broiled lobster ranked with the roast beef
at fifty cents, and for people who craved
more exotic fare, there were available
broiled squab on toast at the same fifty
cents or mallard duck for seventy-five.

The time card was issued for a trip
from St. Louis to Chicago by “His Ex-
cellency Grover Cleveland, President of
the United States, and Mrs. Grover Cleve-
land.” The train left St. Louis at 11:25
P.M. on October 4, 1887.
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